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The first half term has absolutely flown by! We have all had to adapt, be creative, show courage and independ-

ence but wow have the children stepped up to the challenge; they have been amazing. I wanted to take this op-

portunity to thank everyone within the school community - the office staff, the premises manager, the TAs, the 

teachers, the senior leaders, the governors, the kitchen staff, the children and the parents - as it has been a 

whole school community effort to move forward as positively as we have.  

We have lots to celebrate. We have been in school learning for 7 weeks. The children are keen and enthusiastic 

to learn and are safe and happy in their bubbles. They have been doing a tremendous job with their learning and 

the work that they are producing demonstrates just how much they are getting from being back.  

Hopefully, this newsletter will give you a flavour of just what the year groups have been up to. 

Our children have also been absolutely incredible, not on-

ly in applying themselves to their learning but going 

above and beyond for others.  

These wonderful girls worked together to raise money for 

our adventure playground. Natalie explains: 

“After your assembly, back in March, we got really excited 

about helping to raise money for the adventure play-

ground. Me and my friends thought about it for a few 

days. I saw some runners on my way to school and I re-

membered the sponsored run we did at Hassocks Infants 

to raise money for a school in Madagascar so I thought 

we could do the same.  

That break time we designed a sponsor sheet. After school, we carried on planning and then started collecting 

sponsors. Sadly, our careful planning had to be put on hold because we then went into lockdown. On my birthday, 

last Saturday, me and 5 friends ran 5K around the streets of Hassocks. “ (raising over £73)  

It total we managed to raise a significant £12,228. Thank you to the amazing Friends of Windmills for donating 

£7500, to all the parents and members of the community who raised £3655 on our crowdfunding page and to 

Barret Homes for £1000.  

The adventure playground was completed over the summer and looks amazing. It actually looks exactly like the 

design. The children will get the opportunity to play on it after half term as we work out how to do this safely 

without crossing the bubbles. 

 

  
Well done also to— 

Evie & Emily who completed their Flipathon for 

Hassocks Goes Gold in Adastra Park. They did 

an absolutely amazing job and completed 420 

cartwheels each over a half hour period.  

Unbelievable.  

They’ve raised (at this point) £356 for CCLG/

#PearlPower. 



In this term’s science learning, year 6 

have been finding out more about 

light, its properties and how it travels. 

Using special glasses, the children 

had an opportunity to see how white 

light diffracts to create the spectrum 

of colours that make up a rainbow. 

This gave them a terrific understand-

ing of the science of light, as can be 

seen in their diagrams and explana-

tions. 

Ryan 6R 

Children learned 

about various mate-

rials that can diffract 

light in this way: re-

fractive lenses, glass 

prisms and even 

raindrops. 

Natalie 6R 



Orla 6B 

Piper 6B 

The special glasses were really cool and 
helped us see the world in a different way. 
— Eva S, Edie and Emily 

Carolyn 6R 



Over the past 3 weeks, the children in year 5 have been given the opportunity 

to take their learning outside. Our outdoor learning expert, Mr Marlow, ably 

assisted by the teaching assistants in Year 5, worked with the children to 

begin the ground work for an exciting new ‘Wellbeing area’. Despite the 

weather conditions, the children approached their sessions with great enthu-

siasm and were absolutely were fantastic. They showed resilience and enthu-

siasm for the tasks and worked well in groups within their class bubbles.  

The activities included: learning about Woodland management, using tools to 

prepare the ground and foliage, coppicing to create a ‘Willow World’, lighting 

fires, creating shelters and, of course, hunting for mini-beasts along the way. 

Creating this space for Windmills children to use will mean that we have 

more opportunities to promote mindful activities in an outdoor space. We 

look forward to developing and using this space to encourage wellbeing and respect for our natural environment 

through having a dedicated wildlife area. The children loved developing new skills and getting stuck in to such a 

physical task. 

It was great to see the children outside and getting involved, 

learning to use the equipment safely and really wanting to 

get stuck into a project all will benefit from. Working in 

teams, they were empowered to organise themselves. They 

all worked incredibly hard to clear the pathways, move logs, 

tyres and brambles. Even the rain didn't stop them!  An im-

pressive amount of work was achieved in just a short space 

of time.  Well done Y5 you have set a very high standard for 

the other years to follow. Mrs O’Connell Teaching assistant. 

Milo Schofield:5S :     I enjoyed cutting the vegetation away and finding 

random stuff like a cans or a shovel. I also enjoyed swinging on the rope 

swing and making a den. My favourite bit about forest school is probably 

the fire we used to cook hot chocolate or cutting the 

path in the over grown part. 
Shauna Stone 5S : 

Mr. Marlow trust-

ed us to be grown 

up and we used 

the gardening 

tools to make a 

pathway through 

the back area by 

the oak tree.  

Bethany Barlow: 5S I really enjoyed forest schools because I made a 

cool den with my friends and I got hot chocolate.  

Isla Westwood: 5S  I enjoyed for-

getting about Covid 19 and being 

outdoors . 



Oliver Nye 5T:  It was a really 

good experience because we 

made pathways using loppers, 

spades, forks and secateurs. 

Once we completed the work, 

Mr Marlow showed us how to 

light a fire and made us some 

hot chocolate.  

I liked it because the class all 

worked together as a team. 

Joshua Light 5T  It was so much fun, I 

could have done it all day. The hot 

chocolate was burning hot and I nearly 

burnt my tongue! 

Freya Rogers 5T:  Well, I picked up wood and I 

picked up brambles. I had to show perseverance 

and courage for this . I think it was a great     

experience and I got to use tools that I had nev-

er used before. 

Leah Cox 5T: With loppers, rakes and spades, 

we chopped tonnes of brambles to make paths 

and to make it safe. In return, we were re-

warded with tasty hot chocolate! We showed 

our school values and had lots of fun. It was a 

great experience to have this time amongst 

the wildlife at Windmills.  

Thank you Mr Marlow. 

Lottie Dodd 5T:  I completed 

clearing out the ditch with my 

friends. We used spades, rakes, 

loppers and secateurs and I think 

I showed perseverance, courage 

and some independence. To earn 

the hot chocolate at the end of 

the session, we had to work hard 

and complete the tasks.  

Wilbur Guy 5T: Although it was tiring, it was an amazing 

experience because you got a nice warm hot chocolate 

to keep you insulated. Also , we got to have a great time 

with our friends and work together with people we 

don’t normally work with.  

Monty Young 5T: It was nice to know that doing Forest Schools 

was helping Windmills and the environment. We found a 

tonne of plastic down a massive pit in the ground. There were 

logs and planks which we collected to make a path. 



Annaleigh  Maher 5F: 

We got muddy but that's all 

part of the fun. Mr. Marlow 

also taught us how to make 

a rope swing with just a 

long piece of rope and a 

thick stick. It was very      

enjoyable and we got hot 

chocolate! We used cour-

age, perseverance and a lot 

of curiosity. 

Anya Bowles 5F : Forest school was 

great fun. We cleared out brambles 

and bricks and learned how to use 

lots of tools. I showed perseverance 

when clearing all the plants and 

nettles and because of everyone's 

hard work we earned hot chocolate!  

I learned to walk around carefully 

when holding tools and never to run 

whilst holding them. 

Henry Cobb 5F: We found we used a lot of our 

school values in Forest Schools. Me and Will 

showed curiosity when we found a snake hole 

even though we were not in the same group. We 

also were lucky enough to have some hot choco-

late. Unfortunately, mine rolled on the floor and I 

sat on it! 

Callum Friend 5F : 

Today was the best day   

ever!  

We dug up roots with 

forks and dumped them 

into a pile for wildlife to 

live in. Afterwards, we 

had hot chocolate.  

It was so good, like a 

dream. 



To launch our learning about       

ancient Egypt, the children in Year 4 

became royal embalmers and      

explored the beliefs about the 

afterlife.  

To help develop their understand-

ing, the classes mummified a      

willing teddy bear!  Following on 

from drama and discussions, the 

children created their own        

mummification guides to help other 

embalmers in need of any hints and 

tips.  

To build on this, the children also 

developed their scientific thinking 

by mummifying an orange which 

they will observe and compare over 

time (in contrast to a non-

mummified orange).  Watch this 

space for our final results! 

Alicia Daw, 4C 



Jack Fisher 4SH 

Zac Roberts 4T 



In our art lessons, we          

explored and studied the   

importance of beetles in 

Egyptian history.  

The children carefully studied 

the beetles and then they had 

to replicate half of the image. 

This detailed work focused on 

developing their accuracy as 

well as teaching about pro-

portion. They are also explor-

ing the use of watercolours to 

create different effects. 

As part of our Wealth and Water topic, the children developed their historical vocabulary and learnt about 

sources of evidence. They made inferences about life in Ancient Egypt from a range of photos and illustrations.  

Dylan Troake 4SH 

Nathan Crisp  4W 

Penelope Ware 4W 



Ollie Donovan 4C 

Marnie Sutton 4C 

Neve Cunningham 4W 

Katy Doyle 4W 



This term, Year 3 have become food group experts in Science . We began by comparing a rabbit’s diet to the 

typical diet of a human using a Venn diagram before investigating the different food groups humans can eat. 

Following this, we focussed on the amount sugar there is in different drinks. The children became real life sci-

entists and gathered, compared and presented their findings in a bar chart as well as making predictions about 

what drink they thought had the most or least amount of sugar in.  



To finish their food learning, the 

children planned an ultimate bal-

anced meal based around their 

meals they love to eat.  

The children chose an ingredient 

from each food group to create a 

delicious meal for breakfast, lunch 

or dinner that they wanted to eat.   

‘I really enjoyed creating my own 

balanced meal because I could 

put any food I wanted in it’ 

‘My favourite lesson was learning about 

the drinks because I didn’t know how 

much sugar could be in a fruit smoothie’ 

‘I love science.  

It’s my favourite lesson.’ 


